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Revelation 17:1 - 18:24   

In John’s time it would have been obvious that the “harlot” was Rome. Many cities had been referred to as harlots for their rebellion against God, including even Jerusalem in the Old Testament. The actual city of Babylon in its time of power also had been referred to as a harlot.  Verses 5 and 6 let us know that the primary evil in “Babylon” is the rejection of God and His saints, and the false religion permeating the city. The beast that the harlot rides seems to represent the nations over which the harlot rules. All of this aptly describes the Roman Empire, but John could not be more specific as to the name because he was under house arrest on Patmos. His writing had to pass Roman inspection before it could be sent on to the churches. The great debates concerning Revelation over the centuries has been whether John’s vision was only to communicate God’s victory over evil to his contemporary readers, or does it also tell the story of what will come upon our earth as the judgment of God grows near? As with the prophecies of the Old Testament, it does not have to be entirely one or the other. 

Verses 16 and 17 again reflect God’s control over a seemingly uncontrollable situation. The kings will attack the harlot and both will suffer, all according to God’s will. 


As chapter 18 begins the angel who took John to see the harlot has disappeared. Now John sees another angel who comes with authority. He announces the doom of Babylon. The great ruling city that has snubbed God, touted her own strength, and lured the world into her sin, will fall in a day by the power of God. Those who had profited from her trade and wealth will mourn her passing, not realizing that it is the justice of God that prevails. 


In contrast to the world’s mourning over the fallen city, the angel shouts to the people of God, “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her.” 

